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As the growing season draws to a close, | have
been turning my thoughts to winter gardening. In
the past my winter gardening has consisted of
perusing garden magazines and seed catalogs in
anticipation of the following spring. However this
year | have paper whites currently shooting up
and | look forward to their cheerful blooms in a
few weeks. Tulip bulbs have taken up residency
in the bottom crisper of my fridge, waiting to be
forced in late winter after they have had their
chilling period. | will soon set up the Aerogarden
| received last fall. | thoroughly enjoyed fresh
basil all last winter and look forward to fresh
herbs this winter. Having rescued and re potted
the scented geraniums and begonias which are
now enjoying a sunny spot just inside the patio
door, | will make some attempts at propagation of
the same. The begonias are continuing their
bloom and make a wonderful memory of a lovely
summer. | will continue to acquire “free” material
for my greenhouse construction and then will
need to make some sort of design to put it all
together in some sort of organized fashion. | will
probably make note cards of the stack of flower
photos | always seem to accumulate. Of course |
will be making luminaries with the berries, leaves
and spruce cones | have collected. | am excited
about the float that we are planning for the
Colony Christmas Parade of Lights and appreciate
the enthusiastic response from the members to
participate in the creation of this idea. Who says
you can't garden in the winter in Alaska? With all
that to do, my winter should go by rather quickly.

Another “gardening” activity | am working and
hope to have completed in the next few weeks is
next year's speakers list and tours arranged.
Please send me your ideas for topics and
speakers. Otherwise you'll be stuck with all my
ideas and plans.

The major winter activity for the MG club is
planning the MG Conference. Committee
Chairpersons will soon be creating a list of
needed volunteers to help carry out the plans.
Please think about how you would like to help out
and let the appropriate Committee Chairperson
know.
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Chapter Meetings
First Monday of the Month

Next meeting
Monday, November 2, 2009, 7:00 p.m.
Location:
MTA Conference Room
Palmer, Alaska
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A Photographic Tour of Mat-Su Gardens
Bv: Julie Rilev. Annie Nevaldine and Jill Sheoherd

Elections are only a few weeks away. If you haven't
done so already, please consider filling one of the
three vacant board positions: Secretary, Treasurer
and Member-at-Large. | am proof that you don't
need to have a lot of gardening experience or have
belonged to the group for a long period of time. If |
can sit on the board, so can you. With three positions
open, we need everyone to seriously consider which
one they might be best suited for.

With all that going on, spring will be here in no time.
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Winterizing your Small  Garden Engines

With the end of our much protracted (and
thankfully so) fall, most of the lawn and garden
work is behind us for the year. So what do you
plan to do with your lawn mower, rototiller, leaf
blower, weed whacker, chainsaws, etc.? Are you
just going to throw a plastic cover or old bucket
over the engine and let it ride out the winter
where it sits? If you are not concerned about
getting the longest service out of your
equipment or don’t mind possibly having to
take the carburetor apart in the spring to
unstop the jets, then don’t worry with
winterizing. However, if you do want to get the
longest life and best service out of your small-
engine powered equipment, there are several
steps that you can take at the end of the
season.

First, change the oil. As a four cycle gasoline
powered engine runs, the oil not only lubricates
the moving parts, but it also cleans the internal
surface of the engine cylinder and pistons. The
oil collects acid, water, metal particles, and fuel tank at the end of the season. One
other foreign materials that form sludge in the approach is to drain the fuel out o.f the gas
engine. If oil with the contaminants is allowed tank and then start and run the engine to get
to stay in the engine over the winter, d
deterioration of internal engine parts and seals

can occur. Replace the old oil with fresh oil of

the proper viscosity. Your owner’s manual will

indicate the proper oil, usually it be will SAE 30

or 10W30. Two cycle engines on chain saws and

string trimmers do not have an oil sumpto

drain because the oil is mixed directly into the

gasoline.

Fuel is another area of concern for both four
and two-cycle engines. There are two
approaches to winterizing your small engine
when dealing with the gasoline left in your

Next check the air filter. The end of the season
is a good time to change or clean the air filter
especially if it has not been done during the
season of use. About 10,000 gallons of air are
consumed in the combustion process for every
gallon of fuel used by the engine. The air filter
cleans abrasive dust and dirt out of the air prior
to entering the engine. A dirty air filter can
restrict the air flow and cause the engine to run
rich. Foam filters need to be re-oiled after
cleaning. Use the same type of oil as was used
in the crankcase. Also, check the spark plug to
assure it is not fouled and that it is properly
gapped.




