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Garden's are like living rooms. The ofurniti
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needs to be moved around fromtime to time. i
There are a number of reasons that a person Next Chapter Meeting/Agenda !
would change their living room. Overwinter Fuchsias 2
Light House Garden Tour 3
i to improve function of roomas me mbers Garden Links 4
_ofhousehold grow Announcements 4
1 improve flow of traffic )
. Flower Essences for Winter Health & Well Being 5
1 make it look better
1 because you simply wa nta change Contacts 5
I have been moving plants around for several
weeks now for the same reasons. Some plants
had spread quite well and needed dividing to
provide for better growth and airflow. This was Chapter Meetings
not only beneficial to the plants but to me as well First Monday ofthe Month
as lwas able to trade many of the plants | divided .
for aweekend of babysitting while I enjoyed Next meeting
Alyeska. Some plants | moved because they were Monday, October Sth , 2009, 7:00 p.m.
not well suited to the original site of planting. Location:
Over all, | hope to have a nicer looking garden MTA Conference Room
next year and yes some | moved just for the sake Palmer, Alaska
of digging.
Meeting Agenda
I could not resist the urge to buy the very large ) ) . )
bag of tulip bulbs for a very small price in spite of Discussion of upcoming  elections
the fact that my atte mpts to grow bulbs have Standing committees for next year
been sadly unsuccessful at this house. I'm not Membership coordinator
exactly sure wh at the problem is but it may be the Luminary making de monstration
voles that like to build tunnels in my lawn every
winter. Anyway, | decided to plant a few here and Guest Speaker:
there and will also plant some in my newly rebuilt Dr. Amy Chadwick
raised beds and see what happens. |will save a Flower Essences for Winter Health and Well Being
few to force forla te winter cheer. See details on page 5

Mid -September brought an invitation to the Alaska

Botanical Garden Garden Network dinner meeting well. The raspberries were the largest | have ever
at the Lighthouse Garden in Eagle River. What a seen but | did not get enough to put in the freezer.
treat that was. It was a wonderful opportunity to That may be the result of havinga 5 % yr old and a 4
network with other garden club reps and the % yr old playing in the yard allsummer. They always
setting beside the river was spectacular. told me when there were ripe raspberries but there

were never too many left by the time | got my bucket.
I wonder how your gardens faired this year? Ive
heard that the apple harvest was rather dismal
this year. My carrots were pathetic which is really

sad since they're one of my favorite veggies. Julie N 4
Riley told me her carrots bolted this year which is w g“‘_y

really unusual. My peas and potatoes did fairly
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Overwinter ing Fuchsias

When we bought our house we inherited 6
porch baskets of the most beautiful fuchsias
you canimagine. Going against the advice of
several Master Gardener friends, | decided not
to put these baskets to bed, but to try and keep
them flowering through the winter. | bought
grow lights and hung them in the garage where
they bloomed wonderfully through the whole
winter.

When spring rolled around, | picked a beautful
May aftemoon to begin hardening them off. |
carefully took them down and placed them on
the lawn. | went in the house for a mere 10

minutes. Well, in that time, the moose found
them and enjoyed an early spring treat. This
year

| 6ve deci ded to

l'ife in
summer evenings.

round

#chhsias are definitely not‘ada'pted to year
Al askaébu

MATSU Master Gar dener so6 N

By: Stephen Brown,
Mat Su/Copper River District Agric ulture Agent

The contained plant can be overwintered in
any dark, cool place that is 40° F and frost
free. The soil must not be allowed to dry out.
Crawl s paces under the house can work for
this.

Bring the plant indoors before the first frost

is expected. Pruning the plant back prior to
overwintering will reestablish a centrally
located scaffold for new growth. This will

result in the formation of a full, compact
plant when growth resumes. Re  move all the
green and red stems, leaving the tan
hardwood. Remove all the leaves. Water to
keep the plant slightly moist, but not wet

during the winter.

Early next spring, perhaps as early asmid -0 -
late February, ne w growth should start
appearing. When this hap pens, increase
moisture and retum it to the growing

conditions the plant prefers with increased

light and warmertempera t ur e s . I
put mine back under the grow lights in the
garage.

When new growt h starts, it will often produce
single stem branches. If left to continue, this
would resultin a sparse, leggy plant. Pinching
the grow ing tips early will promote
branching, and the result will be a plant that
fills and covers the container. This time,
though, they are going in the backyard where
| have a six foot fence!
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LIGHT HOUSE GARDENSIOUR Courtesy Sheri Walker




