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The cucumber did it!  That is it spiked my 

interest in having a greenhouse.  It truly was 

a delectable delight to harvest the first 

cucumbers I have ever grown and savor the 

crisp fresh taste of, yes, cucumber.  I have 

been growing them in my cold frame but as 

usual, my husband is right and I have found 

it to be less than adequate  for use as a 

greenhouse.  He has given me direction to 

give him plans for the greenhouse that I want 

and he'll build it.  Not only that, but I have 

decided to revamp my electric fence 

protected raised beds so that I can grow 

more vegetables.  (Me who has always been 

averse to growing vegetables.)  He has 

agreed to help with the building of new ones.  

As if we don't have enough projects to do...  

 

Speaking of projects, itõs time to start 

thinking about MG Conference planning 

again after a bit of summer break .  Hopefully 

after our next planning meeting we will have 

a clear vision of who the speakers will be and 

a plan for getting sponsors and vendors.  

Then it should be full steam ahead for the 

rest of the finer details so get your thinking 

caps back on (that is instead of your sun 

hats!)  

 

I have discovered a free website for creating 

our own Master Gardener website so I will be 

working on that over the next few months to 

get that up and running.  I welcome all input 

for content and any other ideas on the site.  

 

Cucumber Salad  

 

                      For the Salad   

2 large or 3 smal l cucumbers, thinly sliced  

½ medium onion, sliced thinly into rings   

 

       For the Dressing  

1 tbsp + 1 tsp rice vinegar  
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2 tsp olive oil  

sea salt to taste     

pepper to taste  

 

Toss cucumbers and onions in large bowl.  

Whisk dressing ingredients and pour over 

cucumbers and onions.  Serve cold or at room 

temperature.  Tastes best marinated in 

refrigerator for at least 1 hour.  

Serves 4 

 

Chapter Meetings  

First Monday of the Month  

 

Next meeting  

Monday, August 03 , 2009, 7:00 p.m.  

Location:  

CES Experimental Station  

Palmer, Alaska  (driving directions are in 

announcement section)  

Meeting Agenda  

 Tour of CES Experimental Station by Jeff 
Smeenk 

Volunteer and Submission Procedures for State 
Fair by Marie Domer 

 

August 2009  

 2009  

 

By Sheri Walker  

 



 

Page 2 

 

MATSU Master  Gardenersõ Newsletter 

Itõs not hard to tell we are having a wonderful 

summer because we are well on the way to having a 

second crop of hay.  With the abundant hay crop has 

come a huge increase in the number calls from horse 

owners wanting to know about plants that are 

dangerous to livestock.  Many people are concerned 

these plants being baled up and then consumed with 

the hay.  Or, they are concerned that their animals 

are grazed in an area where poisonous plants occur.  

Fortun ately, itõs a safer situation than most people 

realize.  

 

The mere presence of potentially poisonous plants 

is no assurance poisoning will occur.  In fact, it is 

very common for animals to be grazed in areas 

with extremely toxic plants with no problems at all.  

Poisoning of livestock are dependent on several 

fact ors including (a) season of year (many plants 

are most toxic when new growth occurs in the 

spring), (b) availability of non -toxic forage 

(poisonous plants are often consumed because 

better forage is in short supply) and (c) the amount 

of poisonous plant co nsumed in relation to body 

weight of the animal.  Except for the rootstock  

of water hemlock , most of our poisonous plants do 

not create a problem if eaten in small quantities.  

 

Water hemlock : encountered along stream edges 

and marshy sites.  The poison is  concentrated in the 

thick fleshy roots that are about the size of your 

little finger.  Roots are most poisonous in the spring . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which Alaskan Plants Are Poisonous to Livestock  

  

Larkspur : contain toxic alkaloids.  Common in 

open or semi -shaded grassland communities on 

slopes and valley bottoms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arrowgrass : releases hydrocyanic acid.  Fount in 

wet meadows, marshes, tidal flats and edges of 

water courses.  It is poisonous fresh and when 

baled.  

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on Page 3  

By: Stephen Brown,  

Mat Su/Copper River District Agriculture Agent  
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Which Alaskan Plants are Poisonous to Animals 

Continued from Page 2.  

 

 

Death Camas : contains complex alkaloids.  It is 

responsible for death in cattle and sheep outside, 

but not proven in Alaska.  

 

 

 

 

 

False Hellebore : contains poisonous alkaloids.  

Known for poisoning all kinds of livestockéeven 

poultry.  

 

 

 

 

Monkshood : contains poisonous alkaloids.  Has 

caused death in horses, cattle and humans.  

 

 

 

 

 

Horsetail : destroys thiamin in the animalsõ body.  

Horses can be pastured with no ill effects.  

 

 

 

Other poisonous plants include bracken fern, bog 

laurel, labrador tea, bog rosemary and the slightly 

toxic bird vetch.  

 

This article was excerpted from Which Alaskan 

Plants are Poisonous to Livestock  by L.J. Klebasadel  
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Honey Making at the 

Muellerõs 

 

A swarm of bees in May, is 
�Z�R�U�W�K���D���O�R�D�G���R�I���K�D�\�« 

A swarm of bees in 
June, is worth a silver 
�V�S�R�R�Q�« 

But a swarm of bees in 
�-�X�O�\�����L�V�Q�·�W���Z�R�U�W�K���D���I�O�\��
  


